Chicago Cheat Sheet

The examples in this “cheat sheet” are from the Chicago Manual of Style, compiled here to provide
an easy reference. Acknowledging and citing your sources is required, but stylistic perfection is
not expected.

Book

Notes

1. Zadie Smith, Swing Time (New York: Penguin Press, 2016), 315-16.

2. Brian Grazer and Charles Fishman, A Curious Mind: The Secret to a Bigger Life (New York: Simon
& Schuster, 2015), 12.

Shortened notes

3. Smith, Swing Time, 320.

4. Grazer and Fishman, Curious Mind, 37.

Chapter or other part of an edited book

Note

1. Henry David Thoreau, “Walking,” in The Making of the American Essay, ed. John D’Agata
(Minneapolis: Graywolf Press, 2016), 177-78.

Shortened note

2. Thoreau, “Walking,” 182.

In some cases, you may want to cite the collection as a whole instead.

Note

1. John D’Agata, ed., The Making of the American Essay (Minneapolis: Graywolf Press, 2016), 177-
78.

Shortened note

2.D’Agata, American Essay, 182.

Journal article

In a note, cite specific page numbers. For articles consulted online, include a URL or the name of
the database. Many journal articles list a DOI (Digital Object Identifier). A DOI forms a permanent
URL that begins https://doi.org/. This URL is preferable to the URL that appears in your browser’s
address bar.

Notes

1. Susan Satterfield, “Livy and the Pax Deum,” Classical Philology 111, no. 2 (April 2016): 170.

2. Shao-Hsun Keng, Chun-Hung Lin, and Peter F. Orazem, “Expanding College Access in Taiwan,
1978-2014: Effects on Graduate Quality and Income Inequality,” Journal of Human Capital 11, no.
1 (Spring 2017): 9-10, https://doi.org/10.1086/690235.

3. Peter LaSalle, “Conundrum: A Story about Reading,” New England Review 38, no. 1 (2017): 95,
Project MUSE.

Shortened notes

4. Satterfield, “Livy,” 172-73.

5. Keng, Lin, and Orazem, “Expanding College Access,” 23.

6. LaSalle, “Conundrum,” 101.
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News or magazine article

Articles from newspapers or news sites, magazines, blogs, and the like are cited similarly. Page
numbers, if any, can be cited in a note. Include the URL or name of the database if accessed online.

Notes

1. Rebecca Mead, “The Prophet of Dystopia,” New Yorker, April 17,2017, 43.

2. Farhad Manjoo, “Snap Makes a Bet on the Cultural Supremacy of the Camera,” New York Times,
March 8, 2017, https://www.nytimes.com /2017 /03 /08 /technology/snap-makes-a-bet-on-the-
cultural-supremacy-of-the-camera.html.

3. Rob Pegoraro, “Apple’s iPhone Is Sleek, Smart and Simple,” Washington Post, July 5, 2007,
LexisNexis Academic.

4. Tanya Pai, “The Squishy, Sugary History of Peeps,” Vox, April 11, 2017,
http://www.vox.com/culture/2017/4/11/15209084 /peeps-easter.

Shortened notes

5. Mead, “Dystopia,” 47.

6. Manjoo, “Snap.”

7. Pegoraro, “Apple’s iPhone.”

8. Pai, “History of Peeps.”

Thesis or dissertation
Note

1. Cynthia Lillian Rutz, “King Lear and Its Folktale Analogues” (PhD diss., University of Chicago,
2013),99-100.
Shortened note

2. Rutz, “King Lear,” 158.

Website content

It is often sufficient simply to describe web pages and other website content in the text (“As of May
1,2017, Yale’s home page listed . ..”). If a more formal citation is needed, it may be styled like the
examples below. Use an access date (as in example note 2) if there is not publication date.

Notes

1. “Privacy Policy,” Privacy & Terms, Google, last modified April 17,2017,
https://www.google.com/policies/privacy/.

2. “About Yale: Yale Facts,” Yale University, accessed May 1, 2017, https://www.yale.edu/about-
yale/yale-facts.

3. Katie Bouman, “How to Take a Picture of a Black Hole,” filmed November 2016 at
TEDxBeaconStreet, Brookline, MA, video, 12:51,
https://www.ted.com/talks/katie_bouman_what_does_a_black_hole_look_like.

Shortened notes

4. Google, “Privacy Policy.”

5. “Yale Facts.”

6. Bouman, “Black Hole.”

Examples of Citing Manuscripts from Archives
Chapter 14.229 provides several examples of how to cite primary sources.




